
The Rural Health Research Gateway is an online 
library of research and expertise. It’s free to use, 
searchable, and provides access to the work of all 
nine federally-funded Rural Health Research 
Centers and Policy Analysis Initiatives.  

Rural Health Research Centers help us better 
understand the problems that rural communities 
face in their efforts to access high-quality, 
affordable health care, and to lead healthier lives.

www.ruralhealthresearch.org

The Rural Health Research Gateway is a project of The University of North Dakota Center for Rural Health 
and funded by HRSA’s Offi ce of Rural Health Policy. 
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This online resource of research funded by 
the Office of Rural Health Policy connects you to:

Rural Health
Research Gateway



Maine Rural Health Research Center

(207) 780-4430
http://muskie.usm.maine.edu/ihp/ruralhealth

Director: David Hartley, PhD, MHA                                
davidh@usm.maine.edu

Deputy Director: Andrew F. Coburn, PhD          
       andyc@usm.maine.edu
Areas of focus: behavioral health, rural hospitals,
 primary care

North Carolina Rural Health Research & Policy 
Analysis Center
(919) 966-5541 
http://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/research_

programs/rural_program
Director: Mark Holmes, PhD                                  
 mark_holmes@unc.edu
Deputy Director: Victoria Freeman, DrPH, RN                

freeman@schsr.unc.edu
Areas of focus: Medicare & Medicaid policy, EMS, 

access to care, hospital finance

West Virginia Rural Health Research Center

(304) 347-1348 
http://wvrhrc.hsc.wvu.edu

Director: Michael Hendryx, PhD                                      
mhendryx@hsc.wvu.edu

Deputy Director: Cynthia Persily, PhD                               
cpersily@hsc.wvu.edu

Areas of focus: environmental health & health risks, 
socioeconomic health disparities

South Carolina Rural Health Research Center

(803) 251-6317
http://rhr.sph.sc.edu

Director: Janice C. Probst, PhD                                     
jprobst@mailbox.sc.edu

Deputy Director: Amy Brock Martin, DrPH                           
brocka@mailbox.sc.edu

Areas of focus: minority and multicultural health 
disparities, vulnerable populations, access to care

Upper Midwest Rural Health Research Center 
University of MN & University of ND
(612) 624-8618 
http://www.uppermidwestrhrc.org

Director: Ira Moscovice, PhD                                         
mosco001@umn.edu  

Deputy Director: Michelle Casey, MS                                
mcasey@umn.edu

Areas of focus: quality of care and patient safety, 
health information technology, access to care

WWAMI Rural Health Research Center

(206) 685-0402
http://depts.washington.edu/uwrhrc

Director: Mark Doescher, MD                                      
mdoesche@u.washington.edu

Deputy Director: Susan M. Skillman, MS                       
skillman@u.washington.edu

Areas of focus: health workforce, health care access 
 & outcomes for underserved populations

Rural Health Research Centers

Rural Health Policy Analysis Initiatives
RUPRI Center for Rural Health 
Policy Analysis

(319) 384-5121
http://www.public-health.

uiowa.edu/rupri/

PI:  Keith Mueller, PhD
keith-mueller@uiowa.edu

Areas of focus: health care 
financing & reform, systems 
building, health care needs 

 of special rural populations

Rapid Response to Requests 
for Rural Data Analysis

(919) 966-1457
http://www.shepscenter.unc.

edu/research_programs/
rural_program

PI: George Pink, PhD
 gpink@email.unc.edu

Areas of focus: Medicare and 
Medicaid policy, access to care, 
provider availability, hospital 
finance

Rural Policy Analysis and 
Applications

(573) 882-0316
http://www.rupri.org

PI: Brian Dabson
brian@rupri.org

Areas of focus: health & human 
services integration, health 
workforce, health care reform


