
Hospital Financing 
(North Carolina Rural Health Research 
and Policy Analysis Centers)
What we did:  Collected state-level information 
on Medicaid reimbursement for critical access 
hospitals.
Impact: State officials used comparative data 
from other states in discussions to improve their 
CAHs’ reimbursement under Medicaid.

Medicare Enrollment 
(RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy 
Analysis)
What we did:  Tracked rural beneficiary 
enrollment into different types of Medicare 
Advantage (MA) plans.
Impact:  Findings have been used in discussions 
of the need to continue (or not) federal floor 
payments for MA plans.

Pharmacy Access 
(North Carolina Rural Health Research 
and Policy Analysis Centers)
What we did:  Assessed local resident access to 
rural community pharmacy services.
Impact:  Results are being utilized by the 
State Office of Rural Health in discussions with 
pharmacists, providers and beneficiaries around 
the state.  

Rural Health Research Centers 
help decision makers better 
understand the problems that rural 
communities face in accessing 
quality, affordable health care and 
leading healthier lives.

The centers:
• study how the health of rural 

Americans can be improved,
• analyze federal and state policy 

implications, and
• communicate research results to 

decision makers and others who 
may take action.

The Rural Health Research Gateway 
is a project of the University of 
North Dakota Center for Rural 
Health and funded by HRSA’s Office 
of Rural Health Policy. This is the 
only federal program dedicated 
entirely to producing policy-relevant 
research on health care in rural 
areas. Through research and policy 
analysis, the Centers bring to the 
forefront the health care challenges 
facing rural America.
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Maine Rural Health Research Center
(207) 780-4430 
http://muskie.usm.maine.edu/ihp/ruralhealth

Director: David Hartley, PhD, MHA                                
davidh@usm.maine.edu

Deputy Director: Andrew F. Coburn, PhD          
       andyc@usm.maine.edu

North Carolina Rural Health Research & 
Policy Analysis Center
(919) 966-5541 
http://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/research_

programs/ruralprogram 

Director: Rebecca T. Slifkin, PhD                                       
Slifkin@schsr.unc.edu

Deputy Director: Victoria Freeman, DrPH, RN                
freeman@schsr.unc.edu

West Virginia Rural Health Research Center
(304) 347-1348 
http://wvrhrc.hsc.wvu.edu

Director: Michael Hendryx, PhD                                      
mhendryx@hsc.wvu.edu

Deputy Director: Cynthia Persily, PhD                               
cpersily@hsc.wvu.edu

South Carolina Rural Health Research Center
(803) 251-6317
http://rhr.sph.sc.edu

Director: Janice C. Probst, PhD                                     
jprobst@mailbox.sc.edu

Deputy Director: Amy Brock Martin, DrPH                           
brocka@mailbox.sc.edu

Upper Midwest Rural Health Research Center 
University of MN & University of ND
(612) 624-8618 
http://www.uppermidwestrhrc.org

Director: Ira Moscovice, PhD                                         
mosco001@umn.edu  

Deputy Director: Michelle Casey, MS                                
mcasey@umn.edu

WWAMI Rural Health Research Center
(206) 685-0402 
http://depts.washington.edu/uwrhrc

Director: Mark Doescher, MD                                      
mdoesche@u.washington.edu

Deputy Director: Susan M. Skillman, MS                       
skillman@u.washington.edu

Rural Health Research Centers

Rural Health Policy Analysis Initiatives

RUPRI Center for Rural Health 
Policy Analysis
Rural Policy Research Institute 
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center

(402)-559-5260
http://www.unmc.edu/

ruprihealth

PI:  Keith Mueller, Ph.D
kmueller@unmc.edu

Rapid Response to Requests 
for Rural Data Analysis 
North Carolina Rural Health 
Research & Policy Analysis Center

(919) 966-5541
http://www.shepscenter.unc.

edu/research_programs/
ruralprogram

PI: Rebecca T. Slifkin, PhD
Slifkin@schsr.unc.edu

Rural Policy Analysis and 
Applications
Rural Policy Research Institute 
University of Missouri-Columbia 

(573) 882-0316
http://www.rupri.org

PI: Brian Dabson
brian@rupri.org


