Rural Health Research
and Policy Centers

A Gateway to Rural Health Research

Rural Health Research Centers help
policy-makers better understand the
problems that rural communities face
in assuring access to health care and
strengthening health of their residents.
The centers work to understand the
ways in which the health of rural

Americans can be improved, analyze
the implications of federal and state
policy options and communicate
research results to policymakers and others who

may take action based on research results.

Examples of Impact

Health Quality
Research: Developed and field-tested Emergency Department Transfer Communication
Measures for small rural hospitals.
Impact:  The National Quality Forum (NQF) endorsed the Emergency Department Transfer
Communication Measures for use by all hospitals as voluntary consensus standards.
(UMRHRC)

Health Information Technology

Research: Roadmap for the Adoption of Health Information Technology in Rural Communities.

Impact:  Findings from this study have been used by the Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality (AHRQ), the Department of Health and Human Services Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) and the Department of Health
and Human Services Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information
Technology (ONCHIT) to channel additional resources to rural areas in order to assist
in the implementation of health information technology. (Walsh)

Medicare Advantage Plan Enrollment
Research: Policy briefs in 2007 showed rural beneficiaries in types of Medicare Advantage plans
as a percent of all rural beneficiaries, and rural beneficiaries as a percent of all enrollees
in each type of Medicare Advantage plan.
Impact:  The data were used during discussions among policy makers of the costs of the
Medicare Advantage program and impacts of changing federal payment to Medicare
Advantage plans. That discussion has continued into 2008. (RUPRI)

The Rural Health Research Center Program in the Department of Health and Human Services Office of Rural Health Policy is
the only Federal program dedicated entirely to producing policy-relevant research on health care in rural areas. Through their
research and policy analysis, the Centers bring to the forefront the health care challenges facing rural America.

www.ruralhealthresearch.org



Rural Health Research & Policy Analysis Centers

Funded by the Office of Rural Health Policy, Department of Health & Human Services

Maine Rural Health Research Center
http://muskie.usm.maine.edu/ihp/ruralhealth/

Telephone: 207-780-4430

Director: David Hartley, PhD, MHA davidh@usm.maine.edu
Deputy Director: Andrew F. Coburn, PhD, andyc@usm.maine.edu

Areas of Emphasis:
e Behavioral Health
e Chronic lliness, Disability, and Aging
e Health Care Access and Finance
e Public Health
e Health Care Quality Management and Improvement
e Children’s Health and Welfare

NORC Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis
http://walshcenter.norc.org

Telephone: 301-634-9300

Acting Director: Michael Meit, MA, MPH, meit-michael@norc.org
Areas of Emphasis:

Medicare Payments to Rural Providers

Access to Care

Rural Public Health Infrastructure

Home Health Care

Emergency Preparedness

Health Information Technology

North Carolina Rural Health Research & Policy
Analysis Center
http://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/research programs/ rural
program/
Telephone: 919-966-5541
Director: Rebecca T. Slitkin, PhD, Slifkin@schsr.unc.edu
Deputy Director: Victoria Freeman, DrPH, RN,
freeman@schsr.unc.edu
Areas of Emphasis:

e Medicare Reimbursement Policy

e Medicaid

e Access to Care

e Measures of Underservice

RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy Analysis
http://Junmc.edu/ruprihealth/
Telephone: 402-559-5260
Director: Keith J. Mueller, PhD, kmueller@unmc.edu
Deputy Director: Li Wu-Chen, PhD, liwuchen@unmc.edu
Areas of Emphasis:

¢ Rural Health Care Financing/System Reform

e Rural Systems Building

e Health Care Needs of Special Rural Populations

o Community Health Improvement

South Carolina Rural Health Research Center
http://rhr.sph.sc.edu/
Telephone: 803-251-6317
Director: Janice C. Probst, PhD, jprobst@gwm.sc.edu
Deputy Director: Amy Brock Martin, DrPH, brocka@gwm.sc.edu
Areas of Emphasis:
¢ Inequities in Health Status of U.S. Rural Population
0 Socioeconomic Status
0 Race and Ethnicity
0 Access to Healthcare Services
o Rural Health Services Delivery
e Health Professions Placement

Upper Midwest Rural Health Research Center —
University of MN & University of ND

http://www.uppermidwestrhrc.org/

Director: Ira Moscovice, PhD, mosco00l@umn.edu,
612-624-8618

Deputy Director: Mary Wakefield, PhD, RN,
mwake@medicine.nodak.edu, 701-777-3848
Areas of Emphasis:

Quality of Care

Patient Safety

Rural Health Care Systems and Access to Care
Health Workforce

Rural Health Care Financing

Native American Health

WICHE Center for Rural Mental Health Research
http://www.wiche.edu/mentalhealth/ResearchCenter.asp
Telephone: 303-541-0311
Director: Dennis Mohatt, MS, DMohatt@wiche.edu
Deputy Director: Mini McFaul, PsyD, mmcfaul@wiche.edu
Areas of Emphasis:

e Rural Mental Health

e Rural Collaborative Care Models for Mental Health Care in

Primary Care Settings
e Psychopharmacology in Rural Primary Care

WWAMI Rural Health Research Center
http://depts.washington.edu/uwrhrc/
Telephone: 206-685-0402
Director: Mark Doescher, MD, mdoesche@u.washington.edu
Deputy Director: Susan M. Skillman, MS,
skillman@u.washington.edu
Areas of Emphasis:
¢ Rural Health Care Workforce Training and Supply
e Availability and Quality of Care
O Rural Women
0 Children
0 Vulnerable and Minority Rural Populations

www.ruralhealthresearch.org

Join the listserv at www.ruralhealthresearch.org/listserv/
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